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22nd May, 1950

Dear Dr. Hakim,
I was very glad to get your letter,

Of course | looked through your book on Roomi which the
Finance Minister gave me to read, 1also vaguely remember meeting
the young philosopher at the Taj Mahal Hotel ages ago.

I may have been prejudiced against you by the fact that all
your [riends have spoken to me about your knowledge of Moslem.
and Eastern philosophy. They bave compared you with the poet
lkbal, but I feel very strongly that our philosophers interpreted
the universe from the objective knuwludgu they then had,  Even for
men like Roomi the earth was the centre and  his eval utionary view
was the transmission of life in the abstracr rather than the physical
body. The European philosophers earlice than Kant suffered from
similar weakness,

No doubt Hafiz as a poet has found short cuts and so have other
Moslems, either by instinct or by the influence of the Coran, but
these short cuts howsoever excellent and ultimatel}r true will not win
us over those who seek not only the journey's end but the journey
itself.

Not only the dialectics of Marx but the mathematical philo-
sophy of Russcll, and later travellers on that road, need our main
attention and exposure on Coranic principles. As I understand Islam,
it is unlike Jewish monotheism, in fact it is mono-realism.

| hniPE to be in Karachi in November, in any case for a few
days, and i you will kindly come there, and after personal discission,
we might find a way to carry on the work of the late 7, Hassan.



95 c

I am sure the Finance Minister will be ver y happy to put yow
up during your visit,

Yours sincerely,

“p e

14th September, 1950

Dear Sir,

[ was very gld.l‘.l to gf:t your letter and it has cleared up the
misconceptions which 1 had.

The beauty of the Quran is thatits conception of Reality
automatically adapts itself to the highest and most up to date as well
as the most primitive tlwughth

Even the now Fashionable ]ugiu] [:-usil.ixi:im of F_'nghmd and
both the forms of existentialism, whether of the Danes of Copen-
hagen or of Sartre of 5t. Germain-des Pres, cannot free themselves
from the Quranic absolute,

Iq.,-'a-AJ el W Yy Jea

Clnl:,r cnergy without extension is our saviour m{]a}r.

Even our old and g]nrimts friend Hume |1:L'.Iing dest ru:.rt‘cr'
alike object and subject cannot clear himself from the facts which
he assumes in spite of his philosophy in every line of his History of
Enghml.

In the work which you wish to take up, we must first realize
for whose henefit we are acting, s it for the half educated failed
and successful graduates of our Universities or is it for a small and
restricted coterie of intelligencers throughout the World?

I think the professional writing should attack both but by
different routes for no mix ing is possible, That means you must
remember the French M}'ing namel}' “clericalism is a dilferent arti-
cle for export and import,”’



I very much look forward to meeting you when I come to stay
for sometime in Karachi in March with our friend the Finance
Minister. We may then be able to get something done.

Zafar Hassan's work remains unfinished,  Will you be able to

et from his heirs whatever has been already completed so that it may

Ee used atrer what you reported to me on it that his romanism

philosophical ideas were not completed by him but the embryo was
put together and published after his death.

Yours truly,

;‘és JlhaR ey Prabecdical
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