
IQBAL DAY IN IRAN 

On 12th June, 1968, Iqbal Day was celebrated in Tehran7 

under the auspices of Iran-Pakistan Cultural Association. Mr. 

Mehrdad Pahlbud, Minister for Arts and Culture, was the chief 

guest. 

Special messages for the occasion were received from His 

Majesty the Shahanshah Arya Mehr of Iran and Field Marshal 

Muhammad Ayub Khan of Pakistan, Senator Muhammad Hejazi, 

President of the Iran-Pakistan Cultural Association and a 

renowned writer of Iran, read out these messages. 

His Imperial Majesty the Shahanshah said in his message that 

few non-Iranians had succeeded in writing such charming poetry 

in the Persian language as Iqbal, whom he described as "a scholar 

of Persian literature, a philosopher and a humanitarian." The 

message continued by saying that the Pakistani poet had dedicated 

his entire life to the propagation of the highest ideals of character, 

intellect, and the philosophy of humanitarianism, good-will and 

understanding. It added that his books are valuable contribution 

to the Persian poetry and literature. 

The Shahanshah in this message laid stress on ties of 

friendship between Pakistan and Iran and said that the foundation 
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of unity and friendship between Iran and Pakistan, which was laid 

throughout the ages, was being strengthened every day by new 

bonds. The great Pakistani poet Iqbal, said the Shahanshah, has 

had a major share in making this friendship immortal. Iqbal, 

through his poetic expressions and logic, helped in inculcating the 

friendship and unity between the two countries —things which 

are very dear to our hearts and appeal to our reason. Paying 

tributes to the memory of the poet the message said: "I 

congratulate the Pakistani nation for having such an eminent 

person as their national poet." At the end, the Shahanshah asked 

the Iran-Pakistan Cultural Association to strive hard in order to 

perpetuate the memory of this great person. 

On this occasion, Professor Foruzanfar, a distinguished 

scholar of Iran, delivered a lecture on the intellectual 

accomplishments of Iqbal. The message of the Shahanshah and 

the summary of the speech of Professor Foruzanfar in Persian are 

reproduced here through the courtesy of Dr. Muhammad Riaz, 

Karachi. 
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. 

In Meshed, Iqbal Day was held on 21 April where. Dr. 

Ahmad Ali Rajai , Chanceller, Mashed University, delivered a 

lecture on Iqbal which is reproduced below through the courtesy 

of Mr. Muhammad Ayub, Consul of Pakistan in Meshed. 
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