
IQBAL DAY IN TUNISIA 

"Iqbal Week" was celebrated in Tunis from 16th April to 

22nd April, 1968. The programme included a week long 

exhibition on Allama Iqbal, a reception and a Conference on the 

National poet of Pakistan. 

The Exhibition was inaugurated in Tunis on 16th April, 1968 

by Their Excellencies Mr. Abdul Ghayur, Ambassador of Pakistan 

and Mr. Lamine Shabi, President of the National Cultural 

Committee of Tunisia and brother of late Qasim Shabi, the poet 

laureate of Tunisia. The function was followed by projection of 

film "Pakistan Story". It was attended by a large number of 

dignitaries including Heads of Diplomatic Missions in Tunis and 

notable Tunisians. Iqbal's works, speeches, other works published 

about him, dresses of various parts of Pakistan and pictures of 

literary and touristic interest were put on display throughout the 

week for general public. 

On the 17th April, 1968, a reception was given by the 

Ambassador of Pakistan and the President of the National 

Cultural Committee at the Cultural Centre of Tunis. It was largely 

attended. The Tunisian Health Minister, H. E. Mr. Hedi Khefacha 

and a prominent Libyan personality Dr. Ali Nooreddin Aneizi, 

former Finance Minister of Libya who was in Tunis for official 

purpose, were also present. 

On 22nd April in the fully packed Auditorium of the Cultural 

Centre, Shaikh Muhammed Fadel Ben Achour, Grand Mufti of 



Tunisia and Rector of Zeitounia University, delivered his masterly 

speech on Iqbal. The Ambassador of Pakistan presided over the 

Conference which was attended, inter alia, by H. E. Dr. Sadek 

Mokadem, President of the Tunisian National Assembly, Dr. Ali 

Nooredin Aneizi, high Government officials and top literary 

figures. 

All the Tunisian dailies, without exception, and other 

important periodicals published special articles on Iqbal. Tunisian 

TV and Radio carried programme to mark the occasion. 

An article on Iqbal by Professor Raza b. Rajab appeared in the 

monthly A1-Fikr for the month of February 1969. It is produced 

below in original. Mr. Raza b. Rajab is a professor of philosophy 

in one of the colleges in Tunisia. 
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