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T lonk upon Art as sohservient to life and personally T
expressed this view as far back as 1914 in my Asrar-i-Khodi and
twelve years later in the poem of the “Zahur-i-Ajam'* where [
have tried to picture the soul movement of the ideal artist im
whom love reveals itself as a unity of Beauty and Power.

Cul Sl sl 2 sl
el iy Gl b s

The spiritual health of a people largely depends on the kind
of inspiration which their poets and artists receive.  But inspira-
tion is mot a matter of choies. It is a gift, the charactre of
which cannot be critically judged by the recipient belore accept-
ing it. Jr comes to the individual unsolicited, and oanly to
socialise itself.  For this reason the personality that receives and
the life-quality of that which is regcived are the matter of the
ptmost importance for maokind. The inspiration of a single
degadent, if his art can lure his fellows to_his song or picure.
may prove more ruinous to a people than whole battalions of
an Attila or a Changez,

To permit the visible to shape the invisible, to seek what is
scientifically culled adjusiment with nature is (o recognise her
mastery _over the spirit of - man. Power comes (rom resisting
her stimuli, and not from exposing ourselves to this actiod.
Resistanve of what is with a view 1o create what ought 1o be is
health and life, ANl clse is decay and death. Both God and
man live by perpetual creation.

The artict who is 2 hlessinz to ‘mankind defy life. He isan
associate of God and feels the conduct of Time and Eternity in
his toul. Imihe words of Fichte, he *‘Sees all Nature Mull, large
and abundant-as opposed to him who szes all thines thinaer,
smaller and emptier than they actuallyare. The modern age
geeks incpiration from Maiwre. But Mawre simply ‘is” and her
function is mamly 10 obstruct our search for “Qught* which the
artist must discover within the deeps of his own line, and in so
far as the cultural history of Islam is concerned, it is my belief
that, with the single exception of Architecture, the art of [slam
{Music, Painting and even Poetry) is yet 1o be. born—the art,
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that is to sav, which aims at human assimilation of Divine
attributes, &' 3AL U 4d< gives a mao infinite inspiration und
finally wins for him a status of God's Representative on earth,
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Poetry is something more than the mere correctness of
idiom and expres:'on. My ideals are dilferent to the critics

literary ideals. Poetry plays only a subordinate role in my
utterances, and it i pot my ambition lo be classed among the

poets of the day,
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