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“1 therefore demand the formation of a conshidated Mushm
State in the best interest of India and Islam. For India, it means
security and peace resulting from and internal balance of power,
for [slam, an opportunity to rid itself of the stamp that Arabian
Inmperialism was forced to give it 10 mohbilise its laws its cducation
and culture and to bring them nto closer contact with teh spirit
of modern times.” (Syed Sharif ud Din Pirzadah, Foundation of
Pakistan, Vol-1T, Page, 160)
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“But with all their comprehensiveness. these systems are after
all individual interpretations, and as such cannot ck sim finality. |
know the Ulama of Islam claim finality for popular schools of
Muhaminadan Law, though they never found it possible 10 deny
the theoretical possibility of complete ijtihad™ {page 168).
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“And partly by that intelectual [aziness, which especially in
the period of spirtual decay, turns great thinkers into idols™ (page.

178).
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Looking at the matter from this point of wiew, then, the Prophet
of Islam seems to stand between the ancient and the modern world,
In so far as the source of his revelation is concerned he belongs
to the ancient world; in so far as the spirit of his revelation s
concermed he belongs (o the modern world. In him life discovers
other sources of knowledge suitable to its new direction. The hirth
of Islam, as I hope to be able presently to prove to your satisfaction,
is the birth of inductive intellect. In Islam prophecy reaches its
perfection in discovering the nced ofits own abolition. Thisinvolves
the keen perception that life cannot for ever be kept in leading
strings; that inorder o achieve full self-conciousness man must
finally be thrown back on his own resources. The abalition of
reiesthood and hereditary kingship in Islam, the constant appeal
to reason and experience in the Quran, and the emphsis that it
lays on Nature and History as sources of human knowledge, are
all different aspects of the same idea of finality.
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“Indeed the Quran regards both *Antus’ (sclf) and *Afaq’ (world)
as sources of knowledge!
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But inner expenience is only one source of human knowledge.
According to the Quran there are two other sources of knowledge,
Nature and History; and it is in tapping these sources of knowledge
that the spirit of Islam is seen at its best. The Quran sees signs of
the ultimate Reality in the ‘sun’ the ‘moon’ ‘the lengthening out
of shodows,” ‘the alternation of day and night.” the variety of
human colour and tongues, 'the alternation of the days of success
and reverse among peoples’ in fact in the whole of nature as re-
vealed to the sense —perception of man. And the Mushim’s duty is
to reflect on these signs and not to pass by them ‘as if he is deaf
and blind,” for he “who does not see these signs in this life will
remain blind to the realities of the life to come’. This appeal to
the concrete combined with the slow realization that, aécording to
the teachings of the Quran, the universe is dynamic in its origin,
finite and capable of increase, eventually brought Muslim thinkers
mnto conflict with Greek thought which, in the beginning of their
intellectual career, they had studied with so much enthusiasm. Not
realizing that the spirit of the Quran was essentially anti—classical,
and putting full conlidence in Greek thinkers, their first impulse

was 1o understand the Ouran in the light of Greek philosophy.

In

wiew of the concrete spirit of the Quran, and the speculative nature
of Greek philosphy which enjoved theory and was neglectful of
fact, this attempt was foredoomed to failure. And it is what follows
their failure that brings out the real spirit of the culture of Islam
and lays the foundation of modern culture in some Of its most

important aspects,
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