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' Indian Art and Literature soon aller his (Igbal's) death
¢ his  poetry became the subject of unerilical
appreciation by a host of worshipping admirers,
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"Igbal's poetry, as is well-known, is heavily
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charged with the erotic diction and imagery of ghazal.
The guestion before us is this: How does lgbal use the
language inherited Irom the past? Does he try Lo tame
it 1o his individual requirement or does he come under
the category ol poets of low vitalily, who in Lhe words
ol prolessor Lowes, 'ensconce themselves like hermnit
crabs, gencration afler generation, In the cast-off
shells of their predecessors?”

Igbal does not try Lo winnow and purily the diction
that has come down Lo him. He takes it as he lound il,
and uses il withoul much consideration of ils
propriety. His mind runs in grooves. His memory is
stocked wilh a Llmiled number. of words, metaphors
and similes borrowed [rom his predecessors. and he
employes them again and again. The problem of style,
wriles Pater, Is to find the unigue word. phrase,
sentence, paragraph. essay or song, absolulely Proper
lo the single mental preparation or vision wihin. Igbal
does not usually mould his language to his individual
use. He follows the live of least resistance. abounding
cliches, faded words and dead metaphors.”
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"1 for one always [eel let down when 1 go to him. 1
am put off by his declamatory volce -- he can never
speak in whispers -- and by his simplistic answers ----
----- There Is a place of ideas In poetry but only If they
are deeply el and have tumed into blood and nerve
and bone. Igbal's idas do not dissolve into his verse.
They stand out, very oflenlike a sore thumb. They look
like an imposition ------ There is also a place for
religious beliefl in peoetry. but o move, tlo any
conviction. Such beliel has to have ils rool in doubt, in
uncerfainty. in the kind of questioning which aims at a
man's soul. Igbal is never wrecked by doubt or
uncertainty ---- There is no sense of mysilery in him.
There are no shadows and no dark sides to things --
more often than not to sound more like a preacher
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than a poet --- Again be it the meaning of life, the

place of women in society.tlhe philosophy of the sell,
education, democracy or the cinema -- he is only oo -

ready to lurnoul an editorial in verse "
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