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Russell Pertain "Analvsis of Mind” =i¢f
George Allen and Unwin Londan 1965, p.2I12

4

"« . . In philosophy especially the tyrannv of words is
dangerous, and we have to be on our guard against assuming that
grammer is the key to metaphysics, or that the structure of a sentence
corresponds at all accurately with the structure of the fact that it
asserts. Savce maintatned thatall European philosophy since Aristotle
has been dominated by the fact that the philosophers spoke the Indo-
European languages, and therefore supposed the world, like the
sentences they were used to, necessarily divisible into subjects and
predicates. When we come to the consideration of truth and falsehood.
we shall see how necessary it is to avoid assuming too close a
parallelism between facts and sentences which assert them, Against
such errors. the anly safeguard is to be able, once ina way, 10 discards
words for a moment and contemplate facts more directly through
images. Most serious advanges in philosophic thought result from
same such comparatively direct contemplation of facts. But the
outcome has to be expressed in words if it is to be-communicable.
Those who have a relatively direct vision of facts one often incapable
of translating their vision into words, while those who posses the
words have usually lost the vision. 1t is partly for this reason that the
highest philosophical capacity is so rare: it requires a combination of
vision with abstract words which is hard to achieve, . .
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