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For the great Muslim sufi philosopher, Muhyuddin Ibnul Arabi, God is a
percept; the world is a concept.
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The answer is that, from the divine point of view, there is no creation in the
sense of a specific event having a 'before' and an 'after'. The universe cannot
be regarded as an independent reality standing in opposition to him. This
view of the matter will reduce both God and the world to two separate
entities confronting each other in the empty receptacle of an infinite space.

We have seen before that space, time, and matter are interpretations which
thought puts on the free creative energy of God. They are not independent
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realities existing per se, but only intellectual modes of apprehending the life
of God.
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The Ultimate Self, in the words of the Quran, can afford to dispense with all
the worlds. To him the not-self does not present itself as a confronting other,
or else in spatial relation with the confronting 'other'. What we call nature or
the not-self is only a fleeting moment in the life of God. His I-amness, is
independent, elemental, absolute of such a self it is impossible for us to form
an adequate conception. As the Quran says, "naught is like Him, yet He
hears and sees." Now a self is unthinkable without a character. i.e., a
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uniform mode of behaviour. Nature as we have seen, is not a mass of pure
materiality occupying a void. It is a structure of events, a systematic mode of
behaviour, and as such organic to the ultimate self. Nature is to the divine self
as character is to the human self.
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I have conceived the Ultimate Reality as an ego; and I must add now that
from the ultimate ego only egos proceed. The creative energy of the ultimate
ego, in whom deed and thought are identical, functions as ego-unities. The
world, in all its details, from the mechanical movement of what we call the
atom of matter to the free Movement of thought in the human ego, The self
revelation of the "Great I am." Every atom of divine energy, however low in
the scale of existence, is an ego. But there are degrees in the expression of
egohood. Throughout the entire gamut of being runs the gradually rising note
of egohood until it reaches its perfection in man. That is why the Quran
declares the ultimate ego to be nearer to man than his own neck-vein. Like

pearls do we live and move and have our being in the perpetual flow of divine
life.
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The question of creation once arose among the disciples of the well-known
saint Ba Yazid of Bistam. One of the disciples very pointedly put the
commonsense view saying; "there was a moment of time when God existed
and nothing else existed beside Him. The saint's reply was equally pointed." It
is just the same now, said he, "as it was then". The world of matter, therefore,
is not stuff coeternal with God. Operated upon by Him from a distance as it
were. It is, in its real nature, one continuous act, which thought breaks up into
a plurality of mutually.
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