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The Secrets of the Self: A Muslim Poet's Interpretation of Vitalism
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Igbal has drunk deep of European literature, his philosophy owes much to
Neitzche and Bergson, and his poetry often reminds us of Shelley; yet after all
he thinks and feels as a Moslem, and just for this reason his influenee on the
younger generation of Indian Moslems is likely to be great. "His name", says
one of them, "is the synonym for promise and prophecy. He has come
amongst us as a Messiah and has stirred the dead with life."
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Thus the kingdom of God on earth means a democracy of more or less unique
individuals, presided over by the most unique individual possible on this

earth. Neitzsche had a glimpse of this ideal race, but his a atheism and his
aristocratic prejudices marred his whole conception.
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Igbal, I am told, does not admit that he has been influenced by Neitzsche, and
it is easy to see why. Although some times,........ his Perfect Man appears to
be closely akin to the Uebermensch of the German philosopher, the points of
resemblance only are superficial. Igbal says: "Be tyrant" but he adds: "Ignore
all except God." The exception is all important. Neitzche would not have
made it; he would have said: "Ignore all except thy will to power." The
Muslem poet acknowledges the authority of law, morality and religion as
revealed in the Koran; he feels that his inner strength is derived from love of
God and developed by love of man.
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But the strongest influence is Neitzsche. The doctrine of hardness of

individuality, of the need of conflict and the benefit of an enemy run all
through the poem.
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The affinities with Nietzsche and Bergson need not be emphasised. /
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Further Neitzsche's superman is a biological product. The Islamic perfect
man is the product of moral and spiritual forces. Neitzsche recognises no
spiritual purpose in the universe. To him, there is no-ethical principle resident
in the forces of history. Virtue, Justice, Duty, Love all are meaningless terms

to him. The process of history is determined purely by economical forces and
the only principle, that governs, is 'Might is Right.'
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What strikes one first in Igbal is the strength and the fervour of his love for
Islam as an ideal which if fully realized should suffice for man's every want in
this world and the next. His wide reading and his poetic temperament have
created in his mind so attractive and so inspiring a picture of the simplicity,
the force and the appeal of early Islam that his main preoccupation centres

round a return to that simple creed in order to regain what he beleives Islam
to have lost.
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Igbal has been criticised as an unoriginal thinker; it is pointed out that much

of his philosophy is but an Islamicization of, particularly, Nietzsche and
Bergson. Ofcourse anyone familiar with modern Europeon thought must
readily detect in Igbal's ideas the western sources.
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Igbal himself has always maintained that the idea of the perfect man was
Islamic, not Nietzschean; yet Nietzsche's superman may still have acted as a
ferment in the formation of Igbal's ideals. There are, of course, parables and
allusions in the 'Asrar' which are traceable back to Nietzsche, like that of
Diamond and Cool, Diamond and Dew-Drop; perphaps one may also count
the 'three stages of the ego' among them. Yet it is rather the brave and heroic
will to accept life as it is and to master it which has fascinated Igbal in the
German philosopher. He agrees also with him in the positive evaluation of
suffering.
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Igbal was coming to the conclusion that the bussiness of the Muslims was not
to open their ears to the teachings of others, since this modern world had no
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message of life to give them; but to open their minds and souls to the
message of their own faith, their own past, their own genius as a community.
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It is this core of Islamic thought in which Igbal passionately believed. He not
only reinterpreted afresh the teachings of Islam as found in the Quran, but his
genius gave them poetic form of great beauty which swept the emotions.
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Igbal's is genius a551m11ates some impressions, gets stimulated by some
thoughts, acquiesces in some view-points, revoltes against some
opinions: influence is thus a process that continues making an impact on
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ones sensibility.... His greatness lies in the fact that he drank deep at both
the eastern and western sources: the knowledge of the world of his time
is clearly reflected in his writings.
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And one might add that the single, fundamental and perennial source of
inspiration for Igbal as poet and thinker is the Quran and the personality
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of the holy prophet Mohammad.
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