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< 5 Iy
1, 'In fact the Ash'arite vaguely anticipated the modern notion of
point-instant; but they failed rightly to see the nature of the mutual
relation between the point and the instant... The point is not a thing, it is
only a sort of looking at the instant.' L
2- 'Thus a criticism, inspired by the best traditions of Muslim thought,
tends to turn the Ash'arite scheme of atomism into a spiritual
pluralism..."d!
3- 'Time, according to the Asharite, is a succession of individual ‘nows’.
From this view it obviously follows that between every two individual
‘nows’ or moments of time, there is an unoccupied moment of time, that
is to say, a void of time. The absurdity of this conclusion is due to the
fact that they looked at the subject of their inquiry from a wholly
objective point of view. 3=l
4-'... the constructive endeavour of the Ash ‘arite, as of the moderns, was
wholly lacking in psychological analysis, and the result of this
shortcoming was that they altogether failed to perceive the subjective
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aspect of time. It is due to this failure that in their theory the systems of
material atoms end time-atoms lie apart, with no organic relation
between them. =~

5- Tt is clear that if we look at time from a purely objective point of view
serious difficulties arise; for we cannot apply atomic time to God and
conceive Him as a life in the making.JJ-”
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1-"...... a cultured Muslim sufi intellectually interpreted his spiritual
experience of time and space in an age which had no idea of the theories
and concepts of modern Mathematics and Physics,' (11)

2- Iraqi is really trying to reach the concept of space as a dynamic
appearance.' (1£)

3- 'His mind seems to be vaguely struggling with the concept of
space as an infinite continum; yet he was unable to see the full
implications of his thought partly because he was not a mattienatician
and party because of his natural prejudice in favour of the traditional
Aristotelian idea of a fixed universe.' (IA)

4- A keener insight into the nature of time would have led Iraqi to
see time is more fundamental of the two....' (19)

5- Iraqi's mind, no doubt, moved in the right direction, but his
Aristotelian prejudices, coupled with a lack of psychological analysis,
blocked his progress.' (*+)

6- With his view that Divine Time is utterly devoid of change.... it
was not possible for him to discover the relation between Divine Time and
serial time and to reach, through this discovery, the essentially Islamic idea
of continuous creation which means a growing universe.' (*1)
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1 Pure time, then, as revealed by a deeper analysis of our conscious
experience, is not a string of separate, reversible instants; it is anorganic
whole in which the past is not left behind, but is moving along with, and
operating in, the present. And the future is given to it not as lying before, yet
to be traversed; it is given only in the sense that it is present in its nature as
an open possibility. (page, 39-40)
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2 Time regarded as destiny forms the very essence of things. As the Qur’an
says: ‘God created all things and assigned to each its destiny. The destiny of
a thing then is not an unrelenting fate working from without like a task
master; it is the inward reach of a thing, its realizable possibilities which lie
within the depths of its nature, and serially actualize themselves without any
feeling of external compulsion. (page, 40)

3 If time is real, and not a mere repetition of homogeneous moments which
make conscious experience a delusion, then every moment in the life of
Reality is original, giving birth to what is absolutely novel and
unforeseeable. ‘Everyday doth some new work employ Him, says the
Qur'an. (page, 40)

4 To exist in real time is not to be bound by the fetters of serial time, but to
create it from moment to moment and to be absolutely free and original in
creation. (page, 40)

5 On the analogy of our conscious experience, then, the universe is a free
creative movement. (page, 41)

6 A critical interpretation of the sequence of time as revealed in our selves has
led us to a notion of the Ultimate Reality as pure duration in which thought,
life, and purpose interpenetrate to form an organic unity. (page, 44)

7 1If we regard past, present, and future as essential to time, then we picture
time as a straight line, part of which we have travelled and left behind, and
part lies yet untravelled before us. This is taking time, not as a living
creative moment, but as a static absolute, holding the ordered multiplicity of
fully- shaped cosmic events, revealed serially, like the picture of a film, to
the outside observer....... Personally, I am inclined to think that time is an
essential element in Reality. But real time is not serial time to which the
distinction of past, present, and future is essential; it is pure duration, i.e.
change without succession. (page, 46)

8 Serial change is obviously a mark of imperfection; and, if we confine
ourselves to this view of change, the dificulty of reconciling Divine
perfection with Divine life becomes insuperable..... The Absolute Ego, as
we have seen, is the whole of Reality. He is not so situated as to take a
perspective view of an alien universe; consequently, the phases of His life
are wholly determined from within. Change, therefore, in the sense of a
movement from an imperfect to a relatively perfect state, or vice versa, is
obviously inapplicable to His life. (page, 47)

M_M_J‘mufuuwmdguwwgl;,kf 9
10 The Reconstruction of Religious Thought in Islam, op.cit., p57
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11 Ibid., page, 59-60
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