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For the great Muslim sufi philosopher, Muhyuddin Ibnul Arabi, God is a
percept; the world is a concept.

(e (P I ) P Fo P 5 K e s Satis
F o FLIP B £ 16 S0 o £ G F e Ul L Sk
S P JL’U}’ Z u’Uﬁ’g l/d)’[u" < (Percept) L4 Lw.ﬂ UM Concept
u'wzﬁ = w’f;ﬁ' d’/}l, JLW I lle uﬂf{jﬂ < l//r‘”d‘ personalized
P8t & S i FE 0 IOy SIS
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& * 7J
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The answer is that, from the divine point of view, there is no creation in the
sense of a specific event having a 'before' and an 'after'. The universe cannot
be regarded as an independent reality standing in opposition to him. This
view of the matter will reduce both God and the world to two separate
entities confronting each other in the empty receptacle of an infinite space.

We have seen before that space, time, and matter are interpretations which
thought puts on the free creative energy of God. They are not independent
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realities existing per se, but only intellectual modes of apprehending the life
of God.
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The Ultimate Self, in the words of the Quran, can afford to dispense with all
the worlds. To him the not-self does not present itself as a confronting other,
or else in spatial relation with the confronting 'other'. What we call nature or
the not-self is only a fleeting moment in the life of God. His I-amness, is
independent, elemental, absolute of such a self it is impossible for us to form
an adequate conception. As the Quran says, "naught is like Him, yet He
hears and sees." Now a self is unthinkable without a character. i.e., a
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uniform mode of behaviour. Nature as we have seen, is not a mass of pure
materiality occupying a void. It is a structure of events, a systematic mode of
behaviour, and as such organic to the ultimate self. Nature is to the divine self
as character is to the human self.
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I have conceived the Ultimate Reality as an ego; and I must add now that
from the ultimate ego only egos proceed. The creative energy of the ultimate
ego, in whom deed and thought are identical, functions as ego-unities. The
world, in all its details, from the mechanical movement of what we call the
atom of matter to the free Movement of thought in the human ego, The self
revelation of the "Great I am." Every atom of divine energy, however low in
the scale of existence, is an ego. But there are degrees in the expression of
egohood. Throughout the entire gamut of being runs the gradually rising note
of egohood until it reaches its perfection in man. That is why the Quran
declares the ultimate ego to be nearer to man than his own neck-vein. Like

pearls do we live and move and have our being in the perpetual flow of divine
life.
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The question of creation once arose among the disciples of the well-known
saint Ba Yazid of Bistam. One of the disciples very pointedly put the
commonsense view saying; "there was a moment of time when God existed
and nothing else existed beside Him. The saint's reply was equally pointed." It
is just the same now, said he, "as it was then". The world of matter, therefore,
is not stuff coeternal with God. Operated upon by Him from a distance as it
were. It is, in its real nature, one continuous act, which thought breaks up into
a plurality of mutually.
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The Secrets of the Self: A Muslim Poet's Interpretation of Vitalism
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Igbal has drunk deep of European literature, his philosophy owes much to
Neitzche and Bergson, and his poetry often reminds us of Shelley; yet after all
he thinks and feels as a Moslem, and just for this reason his influenee on the
younger generation of Indian Moslems is likely to be great. "His name", says
one of them, "is the synonym for promise and prophecy. He has come
amongst us as a Messiah and has stirred the dead with life."
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Thus the kingdom of God on earth means a democracy of more or less unique
individuals, presided over by the most unique individual possible on this

earth. Neitzsche had a glimpse of this ideal race, but his a atheism and his
aristocratic prejudices marred his whole conception.
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Igbal, I am told, does not admit that he has been influenced by Neitzsche, and
it is easy to see why. Although some times,........ his Perfect Man appears to
be closely akin to the Uebermensch of the German philosopher, the points of
resemblance only are superficial. Igbal says: "Be tyrant" but he adds: "Ignore
all except God." The exception is all important. Neitzche would not have
made it; he would have said: "Ignore all except thy will to power." The
Muslem poet acknowledges the authority of law, morality and religion as
revealed in the Koran; he feels that his inner strength is derived from love of
God and developed by love of man.
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But the strongest influence is Neitzsche. The doctrine of hardness of

individuality, of the need of conflict and the benefit of an enemy run all
through the poem.
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The affinities with Nietzsche and Bergson need not be emphasised. /
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Further Neitzsche's superman is a biological product. The Islamic perfect
man is the product of moral and spiritual forces. Neitzsche recognises no
spiritual purpose in the universe. To him, there is no-ethical principle resident
in the forces of history. Virtue, Justice, Duty, Love all are meaningless terms

to him. The process of history is determined purely by economical forces and
the only principle, that governs, is 'Might is Right.'
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What strikes one first in Igbal is the strength and the fervour of his love for
Islam as an ideal which if fully realized should suffice for man's every want in
this world and the next. His wide reading and his poetic temperament have
created in his mind so attractive and so inspiring a picture of the simplicity,
the force and the appeal of early Islam that his main preoccupation centres

round a return to that simple creed in order to regain what he beleives Islam
to have lost.
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Igbal has been criticised as an unoriginal thinker; it is pointed out that much

of his philosophy is but an Islamicization of, particularly, Nietzsche and
Bergson. Ofcourse anyone familiar with modern Europeon thought must
readily detect in Igbal's ideas the western sources.
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Igbal himself has always maintained that the idea of the perfect man was
Islamic, not Nietzschean; yet Nietzsche's superman may still have acted as a
ferment in the formation of Igbal's ideals. There are, of course, parables and
allusions in the 'Asrar' which are traceable back to Nietzsche, like that of
Diamond and Cool, Diamond and Dew-Drop; perphaps one may also count
the 'three stages of the ego' among them. Yet it is rather the brave and heroic
will to accept life as it is and to master it which has fascinated Igbal in the
German philosopher. He agrees also with him in the positive evaluation of
suffering.
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Igbal was coming to the conclusion that the bussiness of the Muslims was not
to open their ears to the teachings of others, since this modern world had no
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message of life to give them; but to open their minds and souls to the
message of their own faith, their own past, their own genius as a community.
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It is this core of Islamic thought in which Igbal passionately believed. He not
only reinterpreted afresh the teachings of Islam as found in the Quran, but his
genius gave them poetic form of great beauty which swept the emotions.
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ones sensibility.... His greatness lies in the fact that he drank deep at both
the eastern and western sources: the knowledge of the world of his time
is clearly reflected in his writings.
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And one might add that the single, fundamental and perennial source of
inspiration for Igbal as poet and thinker is the Quran and the personality
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of the holy prophet Mohammad.
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1, 'In fact the Ash'arite vaguely anticipated the modern notion of
point-instant; but they failed rightly to see the nature of the mutual
relation between the point and the instant... The point is not a thing, it is
only a sort of looking at the instant.' L
2- 'Thus a criticism, inspired by the best traditions of Muslim thought,
tends to turn the Ash'arite scheme of atomism into a spiritual
pluralism..."d!
3- 'Time, according to the Asharite, is a succession of individual ‘nows’.
From this view it obviously follows that between every two individual
‘nows’ or moments of time, there is an unoccupied moment of time, that
is to say, a void of time. The absurdity of this conclusion is due to the
fact that they looked at the subject of their inquiry from a wholly
objective point of view. 3=l
4-'... the constructive endeavour of the Ash ‘arite, as of the moderns, was
wholly lacking in psychological analysis, and the result of this
shortcoming was that they altogether failed to perceive the subjective
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aspect of time. It is due to this failure that in their theory the systems of
material atoms end time-atoms lie apart, with no organic relation
between them. =~

5- Tt is clear that if we look at time from a purely objective point of view
serious difficulties arise; for we cannot apply atomic time to God and
conceive Him as a life in the making.JJ-”
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1-"...... a cultured Muslim sufi intellectually interpreted his spiritual
experience of time and space in an age which had no idea of the theories
and concepts of modern Mathematics and Physics,' (11)

2- Iraqi is really trying to reach the concept of space as a dynamic
appearance.' (1£)

3- 'His mind seems to be vaguely struggling with the concept of
space as an infinite continum; yet he was unable to see the full
implications of his thought partly because he was not a mattienatician
and party because of his natural prejudice in favour of the traditional
Aristotelian idea of a fixed universe.' (IA)

4- A keener insight into the nature of time would have led Iraqi to
see time is more fundamental of the two....' (19)

5- Iraqi's mind, no doubt, moved in the right direction, but his
Aristotelian prejudices, coupled with a lack of psychological analysis,
blocked his progress.' (*+)

6- With his view that Divine Time is utterly devoid of change.... it
was not possible for him to discover the relation between Divine Time and
serial time and to reach, through this discovery, the essentially Islamic idea
of continuous creation which means a growing universe.' (*1)
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1 Pure time, then, as revealed by a deeper analysis of our conscious
experience, is not a string of separate, reversible instants; it is anorganic
whole in which the past is not left behind, but is moving along with, and
operating in, the present. And the future is given to it not as lying before, yet
to be traversed; it is given only in the sense that it is present in its nature as
an open possibility. (page, 39-40)
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2 Time regarded as destiny forms the very essence of things. As the Qur’an
says: ‘God created all things and assigned to each its destiny. The destiny of
a thing then is not an unrelenting fate working from without like a task
master; it is the inward reach of a thing, its realizable possibilities which lie
within the depths of its nature, and serially actualize themselves without any
feeling of external compulsion. (page, 40)

3 If time is real, and not a mere repetition of homogeneous moments which
make conscious experience a delusion, then every moment in the life of
Reality is original, giving birth to what is absolutely novel and
unforeseeable. ‘Everyday doth some new work employ Him, says the
Qur'an. (page, 40)

4 To exist in real time is not to be bound by the fetters of serial time, but to
create it from moment to moment and to be absolutely free and original in
creation. (page, 40)

5 On the analogy of our conscious experience, then, the universe is a free
creative movement. (page, 41)

6 A critical interpretation of the sequence of time as revealed in our selves has
led us to a notion of the Ultimate Reality as pure duration in which thought,
life, and purpose interpenetrate to form an organic unity. (page, 44)

7 1If we regard past, present, and future as essential to time, then we picture
time as a straight line, part of which we have travelled and left behind, and
part lies yet untravelled before us. This is taking time, not as a living
creative moment, but as a static absolute, holding the ordered multiplicity of
fully- shaped cosmic events, revealed serially, like the picture of a film, to
the outside observer....... Personally, I am inclined to think that time is an
essential element in Reality. But real time is not serial time to which the
distinction of past, present, and future is essential; it is pure duration, i.e.
change without succession. (page, 46)

8 Serial change is obviously a mark of imperfection; and, if we confine
ourselves to this view of change, the dificulty of reconciling Divine
perfection with Divine life becomes insuperable..... The Absolute Ego, as
we have seen, is the whole of Reality. He is not so situated as to take a
perspective view of an alien universe; consequently, the phases of His life
are wholly determined from within. Change, therefore, in the sense of a
movement from an imperfect to a relatively perfect state, or vice versa, is
obviously inapplicable to His life. (page, 47)

M_M_J‘mufuuwmdguwwgl;,kf 9
10 The Reconstruction of Religious Thought in Islam, op.cit., p57
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11 Ibid., page, 59-60
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