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Igbal is the greatest poet philosopher of this age. He has written poetry which is great
poetry as well as deep philosophy. This is a very rare combination =
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I could have easily explained myself in the light of the Quran and Muslim Sufis and
thinkers. As a matter of fact I did so explain myself in my Hindustani introduction to
the Ist edition of the Asrar. I claim that the philosophy of the Asrar is a direct
development out of the experience and speculation of old Muslim Sufis thinkers .
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Igbal is an Islamic poet but he is not a poet of dogmas, not of supposed facts or ideas.
Not cold ideas but ideas touched with emotions. And ideas touched with emotions are

the facts of poetry. His ideas live because they are poetry, his poetry lives because it is
ideas. It is only co-ordinating the two that one can fully understand Igbal. . Jo
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In M.D Taseer's opinion Igbal progressed from self-love to the love of the homeland,
then to love of Islam and finally to love of the mankind. Although the correspondance
that the author sees between the stages of man's growth (as percieved by "modern
psychologists™) and the phases of Igbal's poetic career stimulate interest and reflection

yet it does not, in my opinion, offer an adequate explanation of the nature or
development of Igbal's poetic inspiration or vision.
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6- Afzal Haq Qarshi (Ed), Igbal: The Universal Poet, Bazm-i- Igbal, Lahore,

1977, p. 47.

7- Igbal's Letter to R. A. Nicholson, The Quest, London, Oct, 1920 and July
1921, Vol XII, p. 492, reproduced in The Sword and Sceptre by Riffat

Hasan, Igbal Academy Pakistan, Lahore 1977, p. 367.
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10-  Afzal Haq Qarshi (Ed), Igbal: The Universal Poet, Bazm-i- Igbal, Lahore,

1977, p. 14.
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12-  Riffat Hasan (Ed), The Sword and the Sceptre, Igbal Academy Pakistan,
Lahore, 1977, (Introduction), p. XIV.
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