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I have given the best part of my life to a careful study of Islam, its law and polity,
its culture, its history and its literature. This constant contact with the spirit of
Islam, as it unfolds itself in time, has, I think, given me a kind of insight into its
significance as a world fact.
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What is the character and general structure of the universe in which we live? Is there
a permanent element in the consitituion of this universe? How are we related to it?
What place do we occupy in it, and what is the kind of conduct that befits the place
we occupy? These questions are common to religion, philosophy, and higher poetry.
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Man, therefore, in whom egohood has reached its relative perfection, occupies a
genuine place in the heart of Divine creative energy, and thus possesses a much

higher degree of reality than things around him. Of all the creations of God he alone
is capable of consciously participating in the creative life of his Maker.
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A community which is inspired by feelings of ill-will towards other communities is
low and ignoble. I entertain the highest respect for the customs, laws, religous and
social institutions of other communities. Nay, it is my duty, according to the
teachings of the Quran, even to defend their places of worship, if need be. Yet, I
love the communal group which is the source of my life and behavior, and which
has formed me what I am by giving me its religion, its literature, its thought, its
culture, and thereby recreating its whole past as a living operative factor, in my
present consciousness.
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Latif A. Sherwani (Ed), Speeches, Writings and Statements of Igbal, Iqbal
Academy Pakistan, Lahore, 1995, p. 3.
Muhammad Igbal, The Reconstruction of Religious Thought in Islam, Igbal
Academy Pakistan, Lahore, 1986,p. 1.
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