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If our vagrant impulses assert themselves in our dreams or at other times we are not

strictly ourselves, it does not follow that they remain imprisoned in a kind of lumber
room behind the normal self.2
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The occasional invasion of these suppressed impulses on the region of our normal self
tends more to show the temporary disruption of our habitual system of response
rather than their perpetual presence in some dark corner of the mind.3
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Religion, it is said, is a pure fiction, created by these repudiated impulses of mankind
with a view to find a kind of fairyland for free unobstructed movement. Religious
beliefs and dogmas, according to the theory, are no more than merely primitive
theories of Nature, whereby mankind have tried to redeem Reality from its elemental
ugliness and to show it off as something nearer to the heart's desire than the facts of
life would warrant.*
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That there are religions and forms of art, which provide a kind of cowardly escape

from the facts of life, I do not deny. All that I contend is that this is not true of all

religions.’
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No doubt, religious beliefs and dogmas have a metaphysical significance but it is
obvious that they are not interpretations of those data of experience which are the
subject of the sciences of Nature. Religion is not physics or chemistry seeking an
explanation of nature in terms of causation, it really aims at interpreting a totally

different region of human experience — religious experience —— the data of which

can not be reduced to the data of any other science. ®
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Nor is it possible to explain away the content of religious consciousness by
attributing the whole thing to the working of the sex-impulse. °
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The two forms of consciousness, sexual and religious, are often hostile or at any rate
completely different to each other in point of their character, their aim and the kind
of conduct they generate. 10
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The truth is that in a state of religious passion, we know a factual reality in some
sense outside the narrow circuit of our personality. 12
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A purely psychological methed therefore, can not explain religious passion as a form

of knowledge. It is bound to fail in the case of our newer psychologists as it did fail

in the case of Locke and Hume. 13
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2- Muhammad Igbal, The Reconstruction of Religious Thought in Islam, Sh.
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can safely be counted as illusious as fulfillments of wishes". Sigmund Freud , New
Introductory Lectures on Psychoannalysis.
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an Illusion, p. 54-55.
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