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Islam does not bifurcate the unity of man into an irreconcilable duality of spirit and
matter. In Islam God and the universe, spirit and matter, church and state, are organic
to each other. Man is not the citizen of a profane world to be renounced in the interest

of a world of spirit situated elsewhere. To Islam matter is spirit realizing itself in
space and time.
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Indeed the first practical step that Islam took towards the realization of a final
combination of humanity was to call upon peoples possessing practically the same
ethical ideal to come forward and combine. The Quran declares, "O people of the
Book! Come let us join together on the 'word' (Unity of God), that is common to us
all." The wars of Islam and Christianity, and, later, European aggression in its various
forms, could not allow the infinite meaning of this verse to work itself out in the
world of Islam. Today it is being gradually being realized in the countries of Islam in
the shape of what is called Muslim Nationalism:
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...an ethical ideal which regards man not as an earth-rooted creature, defined by this

or that portion of the earth, but as a spiritual being understood in terms of a social
mechanism, and possessing rights and duties as a living factor in that mechanism.
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