



  The Reconstruction of Religious Thought in Islam
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Ibn Khaldun, who approached the content of mystic consiousness in a more critical
spirit and very nearly reached the modern hypothesis of subliminal selves.

  







 (Subliminal selves) 
        

    


  
 



 
There are however, men to whom it is not possible organically to assimilate an alien
universe by re-living, as a vital process, that special type of inner experience on
which religious faith ultimately rests.




   
 (alien universe)

 (alienation)  (alienation spirit)
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 (idea) 
 (idea) 

    (deed)

  
  

 


 (real)  (ideal)  


 


 






The more important regions of experience, examined with an eye on a synthetic
view, reveal, as the ultimate ground of all experience, a rationally directed creative
will which we have found reasons to describe as an ego.




  
 (synthetic view) 

 




 (synthetic view) 
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We have a world of point-events with their primary interval-relations.32


 (point event)
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 (reveal)  
"His cirtique of pure reason revealed the limitations of human reason and

 
reduced the whole work of rationalists to a heap of ruins"

"Both seek visions of the same Reality which reveals itself to them in 
 accordance with their function in life"37

   
 (reveal) 









  
  

It is the sharp opposition between the subject and the object, the mathematical

without and the biological within, that impressed Christianity. Islam, however,

faces the opposition with a view to overcome it.

 (overcome) 
 (solve)  (overcome) 


 biological within  mathematical without 




Classical physics has learned to criticize its own foundations As a result of this

criticism the kind of materialism, which it originally necessitated, is rapidly



 ––     –– 



disappearing.41

 
  

 (originally necessitated) 







  
  

  


  and faith, like the bird, sees its 'trackless way' unattended by intellect which, 

in the words of the great mystic poet of Islam, only waylays the living heart of man

and robs it of the invisible wealth of life that lies within, Yet it cannot be denied

that faith is more than mere feeling. It has somthing like a cognitive content and the

existence of rival parties - scholastics and mystics -in the history of religion shows

that idea is a vital element in religion."44

 (unattended by intellect) 
 (invisible wealth of life) 
 (cognitive content)   


"No one would hazard action on the basis of a doubtful principle 
       of conduct."

 
 

Ghazali's philosophical scepticism which however, went a little too far, virtually did
the same kind of work in the world of Islam.47
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 (went a little too far) 


Islam fully agrees with this insight and supplements it by the further insight that the
illumination of the new world thus revealed is not something foreign to the world of
matter but permeates it through and through.49




      
Such being the nature and promise of the universe, what is the nature of man whom

it confronts on all sides?51


  (promise)     




   







  



  
Verily we proposed to Heavens and to the earth and to the mountains to recieve the
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trust (of personality), but they refused the burden and they feared to recieve it. Man
alone undertook to bear it, but hath proved unjust, senseless.

  




  
Thinketh man that he shall be thrown away as an object of no use? Was he not a
mere embryo? Then he became thick blood of which God formed him and
fashioned him, and made him twain, male & female. Is not He powerful enough to
quicken the dead?



 
 

    
 (spontaneous) 

(Vested interest)  (Categorical Impreative)  (Embrace)
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 and faith like the bird, sees its 'trackless way' unattended by intellect which, in
the words of the great mystic poet of Islam, 'only waylays the living heart of man
and robs it of the invisible wealth of life that lies within'. Yet it cannot be denied
that faith is more than mear feeling. It has something like a cognitive content.59

 
  


  

  (trackless way) 
 (cognitive content)

 religion on its doctrinal side, as defined by Professor Whitehead, is a system of
general truths.61


  

 (religion on its doctrinal side)

  "the general truth which it embodies must not remain unsettled".63

  
 religion stands in greater need of a rational foundation of its ultimate principles
than even the dogmas of science.65


 (ultimate principle)

  

But to rationalize faith is not to admit the superiority of philosophy over religion.67



 ––     –– 



  

Thus, in the evalution of religion, philosophy must recognize the central position of
religion and has no other alternative but to admit it as something focal in the
process of reflective synthesis.69




  
  (reflective synthesis) 

Yet a careful study of the Qur'an and the various schools of scholastic theology that
arose under the inspiration of Greek thought diclose the remarkable fact that while
Greek philosophy very much broadened the outlook of Muslim thinkers, it on the
whole obscured their vision of the Qur'an.71

 




  



 

  
 (it on the whole obscured their vision of Qur'an)



Thus the affirmation of spirit sought by christianity would come not by the
renunciation of external forces which are already permeated by the illumination of
spirit but by a proper adjustment of man's relation to these forces in view of the
light received from the world within.73




   









Yet it cannot be denied that faith is more than mere feeling. It has something like a

cognitive content.75



 ––     –– 




   

 (cognitive content)
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The essence of religion, on the other hand is faith; and faith like the bird, sees its
'trackless way' unattended by intellect which, in the words of the great mystic poet
of Islam, 'only waylays the living heart of man and robs it of the invisible wealth of
life that lies within. 79




 
 "trackless way" 

In its attitude towards the Ultimate Reality it is opposed to the limitations of man, it
enlarges his claims and holds out the prospect of nothing less than a direct vision
of Reality.81 








  




Its function is to trace the uncritical assumptions of human thought to their hiding
places,  and in this pursuit it may finally end in denial or a frank admission of the
incapacity of pure reason to reach the Ultimate Reality.83
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