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In the eighth/ fourteenth century Hafiz, the great immortal poet of Iran, while
following the naturalist school which had reached its highest point of glory in

Rumi's poetry (606/1200-691/1292) laid the foundation of impressionism in
poetry.2
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Speaking from a purely philosophical standpoint, the last movement is most
interesting. The history of thought illustrates the operation of certain general laws
of progress which are true of the intellectual annals of different people. The German
systems of monistic thought invoked the pluralism of Herbart; while the pantheism
of Spinoza called forth the monadism of Leibniz. The operation of the same law led
Wahid Mahmud to deny the truth of contemporary monism, and declare that reality
is not one, but many, long before Leibniz he taught that the Universe is a
combination of what he called "Afrad"—essential units, or simple atoms which
have existed from all eternity, and are endowed with life. The law of the Universe is
an ascending perfection of elemental matter, continually passing from lower to
higher forms determined by the kind of food which the fundamental units
assimilate. Each period of his cosmogony comprises 8,000 years, and after eight
such periods the world is decomposed, and the units re-combine to construct a new
universe. Wahid Mahmud succeeded in founding a sect which was cruelly
persecuted, and finally stamped out of existence by Shah Abbas. It is said that the

poet Hafiz of Shiraz believed in the tenets of this sect.?
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Hafiz is not a romantic poet, it is the clear-cut, polished quality of his verse that is
so fascinating, and at the same time so difficult to assess for a Western reader who
is used, at least from the eighteenth century, to Erlebnis-Kyrik that is, the poetry
that translates a real experience of the writer into verse ----- and who no longer
understands the "learned", and intellectual character of most of Persian poetry in
which many sentiments are filtered, as it were, through the mind until one perfect

line contains their quintessence.36
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In view of the foregoing facts, are we justified to feel ourselves inclined to find here
traces of an unconcious influence of J.Von Hammer--Purgstall at work, carried over
from his stay in Germany? It is hard to believe but there remains the possibility of
these background influences that might have surfaced during his quest for
identifying the causes of our decline in a concrete manner. 38
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2- M.M.Sharif (ed), A History of Muslim phylosophy, Vol-1I, Royal Book Company,
Karachi, 1983, p.105.
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9-  Allama Muhammad Igbal, The Development of Metaphysics in Persia,
Bazam-e-Igbal, Lahore, 1964, p.92.
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36- A. Schimmel, The Genius of Shiraz..... In Persian Literature, Ed. Ehsan Yarshater,
State University of N.Y. Press, Albany; 1998, p. 224.

37- Muhammad Suheyl Umar,"Contours of Ambivalence: Ibn Arabi and

Igbal---Historical Perspective" part Ill, Igbal Review, Igbal Academy Pakistan,

Lahore, 1994, p. 47-51.
38- Ibid, p. 49.
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