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Urdu as a Common Vernacular

A third way of bringing about the desired regeneration of the community is the
extension of Urdu as the common vernacular of all the Mussalmans in the country.
Community of language is universally admitted to be a powerful factor in securing
the unity of a people, and Urdu, which is already spoken by considerable numbers
and which is generally understood in all parts of this continent, is pre-eminently
fitted to serve this purpose.

Moreover, Urdu has preserved all the good features of an Oriental language and has
not been contaminated by the disturbing influences which, though foreign to our
soil, have unfortunately begun to make inroads into the other vernaculars. The loyal
and respectful tone towards the Government which the Urdu press has maintained
in the hands of the Mussalmans, even during the most stirring period in recent
times, illustrates clearly what I mean. Assuredly, a language which possesses such
inherent capacity and virtues deserves the solid support of the community. It is
encouraging to remember that, day by day, the sphere of the influence of Urdu is
extending. Even in such a distant part of the Empire as Madras, people whose
mother tongue is Tamil, Telugu, Malayalam or Canarese, are increasingly adopting
Urdu for all practical purposes and are founding schools in which Urdu forms the
medium of instruction. I trust that all lovers of the country and all lovers of peace
and progress will try their best to strengthen this tendency and strenuously strive to
make Urdu the common language of all India. !4
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URDU

The League then passed the following resolution on Urdu as a Vernacular of India:
"The All-India Muslim League deplores the attempts made in certain quarters to
damage the importance of Urdu as the principal vernacular of India and regards the
preservation and advancement of the Urdu language and literature as essential for
the general progress of the country."

Sheikh Abdul Qadir, in proposing the resolution, said: "that no single factor had
contributed more largely to the formation of national sentiments and ideas than the
Urdu language." It is, he said, "the only language which is understood by the
educated classes all over India. The search after another common language looks
like the digging of a well for a drinking water when the Ganga flows by and laves
your feet. The need for Urdu has been felt on a wide scale by travellers and
merchants in every part of India. Any practical step to be taken in the direction of
supplying the need must depend upon the number of persons who feel the need. No
one would think of learning a language if he could make no use of it except once in
a pilgrimage, twice or thrice in a life-time, or to write a few letters in a year to a
merchant in a neighbouring province. Urdu is in evidence not only in Government
offices, in markets where articles of foreign manufacture are sold, but is also
depended upon for inter-provincial business transaction. Even foreing language are
daily borrowing the names of commercial stuffs from Urdu. In a way Urdu is
widening the circle of its operation and enriching foreign literature. Even in pure
and faultless Hindi, Urdu words are largely adopted because no other vernacular
can take the place of Urdu as the common language of India. Very often words used
in newspapers and books written in pure Hindi are so out of the way that they are
intelligible only to those who know Sanskrit. Urdu is the only language which is
read and spoken both by Hindus and Mussalmans. Any attempt to damage its
importance, he said in conclusion, would be suicidal to the best interests of the
progress of India.

Kazi Kabiruddin, in seconding the resolution, said that the study of Urdu should be
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encouraged and all attempts to damage its utility should be boldly faced. It was
highly desirable, on both patriotic and sentimental grounds, to encourage Urdu, the
common medium of communication, by holding periodical conferences and
creating competent bodies to look after its progress.

The resolution was also supported by Moulvi Mahbub Alum, who remarked that
Urdu was the Lingua Franca of India, a fact which its most determined opponents
could not deny. He observed that the development of the Muslim community was
synonymous with the preservation of the Urdu language."

The resolution was put to the vote and adopted unanimously. The meeting was then

adjourned to the afternoon. 13
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14-  Evolution of Muslim Political Thought in India: Volume One. Ed.

A. M. Zaidi, S. Chand and Co., 1975, pp. 207-208.
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